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Pastoral Care at St Michael’s 
 

We all need looking after!  Jesus said, “I give you new commandment, that you love one 
another.  Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another.  By this everyone will 
know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”  (John 13: 34-35) 
 

With this in mind we know that a lot of mutual care and concern is going on within different 
groups and friendships at St Michael’s, and this will remain the key to the future of pastoral 
care in our church. Nothing that follows overrides or replaces this: rather, the Vicar and PCC 
feel that it is good to share widely the knowledge of the groupings within which this pastoral 
care is working, and also to set out two things for everyone to see: 
 

 the pathway by which no-one should ‘fall between the cracks’ in this pattern of 
all-member ministry. 

 the channel for ensuring pastoral care reaches those needing it when the need is 
urgent or acute. 

 
Pastoral Care within Groups at St Michael’s 
 

Home Groups meet regularly, and since autumn 2013 everyone in our church family has been 
attached to a Home Group, so that, even if a person does not come to the regular Home Group 
meetings, everyone is being prayed for and encouraged to share any ongoing concerns and 
pastoral needs with their group leader, or another member of their group. In addition there are 
many other groups within the church where valued pastoral care takes place: 
 

Group Leader(s) / Organiser(s) 
    

Home Groups Revd Tony Cardwell and Home Group leaders 
Wednesday Morning Coffee Group Rita Portwoood, Wendy Slowey 
Men’s Fellowship Michael Bellamy, Jonathan Marston 
Women’s Meeting Point Chris Lane  
Open House Liz Wiseman 
Parents & Toddlers Janet Spencer 
Dads & Kids Tim Aitkin 
Choir Karen Hanford 
Bereavement Team Liz Cardwell 
Welcome Team Ann Melon 
Sidespeople Team Ken Bird 
Children & Young People’s Leaders Lisa Buckley
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Pastoral Needs 
  

In the case of an urgent pastoral need, please phone the vicar or one of the clergy team (their 
telephone numbers are on the front page). 
 

The clergy team work together to see those who have been bereaved and parishioners who are 
in hospital, housebound or otherwise isolated, and are always happy, when requested, to meet 
and pray with people concerning any pastoral concern. 
 

Our Link Stewards cover many of the streets in our Parish, and are encouraged to use this 
channel to inform the clergy team about any urgent pastoral need in their ‘patch’. 

 
Baptisms, weddings and funerals 
 

Please contact the vicar Revd Paul Reynolds on (0115) 922 9600.  If Paul is away please 
phone the church office on (0115) 943 0137 (weekdays 9.30am to 12:00noon) and one of the 
office team will know which member of staff to contact.  

 
Prayer Requests 
 

Prayer needs to be at the centre of all of our care, and there are two ways of sharing a prayer 
need with the church family: 
 

 Contact Claire Morrell (claire_morrell@hotmail.co.uk or 07738 087614) who compiles 

ParishNews, the newsletter which is given out each Sunday to everyone coming to St 
Michael’s, and which includes prayer requests and the names of those who are unwell or 
in hospital. 

 

 Use the Prayer Board in the Church vestibule – prayer request slips to complete are by 
the board, and, as well as informing personal prayer, every prayer request is prayed for 
individually at the regular Monday Morning Prayer Meeting at 10:00am in the Church 
Centre Lounge.  Please do update requests and also add messages about answered 
prayers. After a month the request slips are taken down from the board unless updated. 
You are most welcome to the Prayer Meeting. 

 
Finally, please tell your family, friends and neighbours about the ways they can access 

pastoral care through St Michael’s. 
 


